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among the  Ila-speaking tribes of Northern Rhodesia the
appearance of the Pleiades in the east after sunset gives the
signal for the women to begin their agricultural labours.1
Among the Bakongo of the Lower Congo the Pleiades are
regarded as " the caretakers who guard the rain " (Ndunda-
lunda zalunda mvuld).    It is thought that the rain conies
from the Pleiades, and if, at the beginning of the rainy season,
this constellation is clearly seen, the natives expect a good
rainy season, i.e. sufficient rain for their farms without a
superabundance.2    Among the Thonga or Ronga of South-
east Africa the Pleiades are the only constellation that bears a
native name.    " They call it shirimelo> the one which an-
nounces the tilling season,  because, in fact, in the lands
situated in the Tropic of Cancer, it rises in July or August,
when tilling is resumed." 3    " The Hottentots paid consider-
able attention to certain stars or groups of stars, and dated the
seasons from the rising and setting of the Pleiades.    Mothers
would lift their babies up so that they might stretch their little
hands to  them.    When the  Pleiades  appeared above the
horizon they would begin to dance, and pray that they might
give them abundance of food." 4
In South America the Pleiades are known by all the natives
of Guiana. They salute their return to the horizon with joy
because it coincides with the beginning of the dry season.
Their disappearance about the middle of May is accompanied
by an outburst of rainy weather.6 Among the heathen
Guanas or Huanas of Albuquerque on the upper Paraguay
river there is much respect shown for the god of the sun, but
much more for a small constellation which they call the seven
stars, and of which they celebrate the appearance at a certain
part of the firmament by an annual festival.6 These seven
stars are no doubt the Pleiades.
Among the Chorotis, an Indian tribe of the Gran Chaco, the
time of sowing begins after the appearance of the Pleiades.7
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